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R583The photo below is remarkable 
for the collection of illustrious 
researchers in the field – both 
established figures such as Max 
Delbrück, Francis Crick, Paul 
Doty, Guido Pontecorvo, Charles 
Yanofsky, Seymour Benzer, Matt 
Meselson and Frank Stahl, and 
younger ‘rising stars’ soon to make 
great contributions, such as Mark 
Ptashne, David Baltimore and David 
Hogness. 
It is almost a ‘Who’s Who’ of the 
fast developing field, with some 
notable absentees (from the photo, 
at least), in particular Jim Watson 
and some of the great European 
molecular biologists, such as 
Sydney Brenner, Jacques Monod 
and Francois Jacob.
The photo is from the Wellcome 
Library for the History and 
Understanding of Medicine, 
Francis Harry Compton Crick 
Papers (a high-resolution image 
can be seen at http://profiles.
nlm.nih.gov/SC/B/B/H/M/), and 
is reproduced with permission of 
Achber Studio.
If anyone knows of other 
historic conference photos of 
similar (or greater?) note, they are 
welcome to send them in with a 
note explaining their significance. 
If suitably impressed, and 
permission can be obtained, we 
may publish more.
Geoffrey North
1964 Gordon 
Research 
Conference on 
Nucleic Acids
This conference, at New Hampton 
School, was held at a key time 
in the early history of molecular 
biology — the structure of DNA had 
been solved a decade earlier, DNA 
had been shown to replicate semi-
conservatively, mRNA had been 
discovered, and the operon model 
of gene expression proposed. But 
the repressors predicted by that 
model were yet to be isolated, and 
the complete genetic code revealed.
Group portrait of conference participants at the 1964 Gordon Research Conference on Nucleic Acids.
First row, left to right: David S. Hogness, B.D. Hall, W. Szybalski, R. Haselkorn, I. Tessman, D.A. Glaser, Alexander Rich, A.S. Spirin, Howard 
Hiatt, G. Baglioni, J.D. Mandell, H.T. Shigeura, W.I. Rogers, W.R. Guild, J.R. Warner, M. Nomura, D. Schlesinger, P. Mandel. 
Second row, left to right: P. Bianchi, M. Ptashne, Frances Womack, Alan Garen, Gunther S. Stent, J. Marmur, Max Delbruck, Leslie Orgel, 
Walter Gilbert, Matthew Meselson, R. Langridge, Seymour Benzer (Chairman), Har Gobind Khorana (Vice-Chairman), Francis Crick, H. Doty, 
Robert L. Sinsheimer, F. Wilt, Marianne Grunberg-Manago, Cy Levinthal, R. Arlinghaus. 
Third row, left to right: G. Bernardi, L. Cavalieri, G. Cantoni, N. Sueoka, T. Sueoka, E. Bautz, R.M. Litman, C.A. Thomas, G. Pontecorvo, I.B. 
Dawid, H.L. Bachrach, (?), C. Woese, T. Nakamoto, J. Tomizawa, S. Lederberg, G.P. Talwar, H.A. Sober, A. Bendich, B. Ames, J. Hurwitz. 
Fourth row, left to right: G. Attardi, F. Graziosi, G. Tocchini, V. Luzzati, D. Nathans, M.V. Simpson, P.R. Gross, M. Nemer, J. Florini, M.S. Bret-
scher, H. Fisher, W.F. Harrington, J.N. Davidson, G. Mosig, L. Jacobson, P.M. Bhargava, G. von Ehrenstein, H. Dintzis. 
Fifth row, left to right: Ian Gibson, B. Strauss, P. Davison, H. Lewis, M. Spencer, R. Wilhelm, F. R. Williams, J. Davies, D. Perrin, A. Laskin, 
Aaron Novick, Fred Kagan, D. Elson, Christian B. Anfinsen, K. Bruce Jacobson, R.M. Bock, B. Weisblum, P. Howard-Flanders, L. Astrachan, 
D. Fraser, M. Chamberlin, M.S. Fox, N. Zinder, J. Fresco. 
Sixth row, left to right: David Baltimore, Leonard Lerman, A.D. Kaiser, J.G. Flaks, J. Ofengand, G. Felsenfeld, P. Marks, Charles Yanofsky, 
F. Chapeville, I.B. Bernstein, T.P. Bennett, N.K. Wessells, E.M. Slayter, J.W. Drake, J. Adler, Paul Doty, A.I. Aronson, D.R. Krieg. 
Back row, left to right: O. Maaloe, R. M. Herriott, M. Gold, Hans Noll, T. Sonneborn, R. Morgan, Monro, H. Echols, Burnett, W. Stanley, Jr., 
P. Borst, W. Beerman, L.L. Weed, H.S. Slayter, E.M. Slayter, F.W. Stahl, L.R. Melby, Lavalle, F.G. Rothman.
